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Urbanisation in Ethiopia 

Urbanization refers to the increasing number of people that live in urban areas. ... Urbanization 

is not merely a modern phenomenon, but a rapid and historic transformation of human social 

roots on a global scale, whereby predominantly rural culture is being rapidly replaced by 

predominantly urban culture. 

Urbanization accelerated during the 1960s, when the average annual growth rate was about 6.3 

percent. Urban growth was especially evident in the northern half of Ethiopia, where most of the 

major towns are located. Addis Ababa was home to about 35 percent of the country's urban 

population in 1987 

Urban growth refers to the process of growth and decline of economic agglomerations. ... The 

size distribution of cities is the result of the patterns of urbanization, which result in city growth 

and city creation. The evolution of the size distribution of cities is in turn closely linked to 

national economic growth. 

Causes of Urbanization: 

i. Industrialization: ... 

ii. Social factors: ... 

iii. Employment opportunities: ... 

iv. Modernization: ... 

v. Rural urban transformation: ... 

vi. Spread of education: ... 

Ethiopia is one of the least urbanized countries in the world today, and only 18% of its 

population lives in urban areas (JMP, 2014). In common with many other developing countries, 

however, this pattern is changing (Figure 5.4). Ethiopia’s urban growth rate is more than 4.0% 

per year, which places it among the highest in Africa and the world (MWUD, 2007). 

The rapid increase in urban populations has meant that peri-urban areas are growing much more 

quickly than formal urban centers. Peri-urban areas are those areas immediately around a town or 

city. They are areas in transition from countryside to city (rural to urban), often with 
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undeveloped infrastructure, where health and sanitation services are under pressure and where 

the natural environment is at risk of degradation. 

Defining the boundaries of urban, peri-urban and rural areas is not straightforward. They do not 

neatly separate themselves by lines on a map. On the contrary, the sprawling nature of urban 

development means that the areas merge into each other. The lack of a clear boundary can make 

it difficult to assess the size of towns by their population or geographical area. However, 

judgments have to be made and, for planning and administrative purposes, data on population 

size are collected. Table 5.1 shows the number of towns and cities in Ethiopia by population in 

2007, the most recently published data. 

Table 5.1  Numbers and sizes of urban settlements in Ethiopia. (Adapted from MWUD, 2007) 

Population of urban settlement Number 

Up to 2,000      171 

2,000 to 4,999       339 

5,000 to 19,999     310 

20,000 to 49,999        79 

50,000 to 99,999       14 

100,000 to 200,000             8 

Above 200,000          4 

Total       925 

 

Of the four cities with a population of more than 200,000, by far the largest is Addis Ababa. In 

2007, the population of Addis Ababa was more than 3 million, which amounted to about 25% of 

Ethiopia’s urban population (MWUD, 2007). The next-largest city, Dire Dawa, had only 293,000 

occupants at that time. The impacts of urbanization are generally much more evident in the 

capital than in other towns and cities. 

Advantages of Urbanization 

The cities are known to be efficient in that less effort is required to supply basic amenities, for 

example, electricity and fresh water. People who migrate to the cities enjoy these amenities, 

which are difficult to access in rural areas. 

Types of urbanization 

Sub-urbanization (SU) is spread of people, services and industry to the edge of the existing 

urban area. Holywood and Boucher. ... 
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Counter Urbanization. This is the movement of urban workers from a city to rural towns and 

villages within commenting distance of the city. 

Examples of push factors can include: 

Unemployment. Often, people leave places where they are less likely to get employment (such as 

rural areas) and go to urban areas where job opportunities are more plentiful. ... 

Insecurity. ... 

Scarcity of land. ... 

Political instability. ... 

Drought and famine. 

Rapid Urbanization and Its Problems.  

The process of people migration from rural areas into cities, usually in search for better jobs and 

a better life, is known as urbanization. This is a companion phe- nomenon in the development of 

an industrialized economy and a modern society. 

"Pull factors" are in turn defined in the following manner: Pull factors are those factors in the 

destination country that attract the individual or group to leave their home. Those factors are 

known as place utility, which is the desirability of a place that attracts people. 

challenges of urban development 

These include: poor infrastructure service conditions; deteriorating urban environment; urban 

security concerns; low capacity at local government level in economic development; and serious 

national and local government fiscal constraints 

The two causes of urbanization are natural population increase and rural to urban migration. 

Urbanization affects all sizes of settlements from small villages to towns to cities, leading up to 

the growth of mega-cities which have more than ten million people. 

The main factors for the growth and development of urbanization are  

1. High rate of natural increase of population  

2. Significant of rural to urban migration  

3. Industrialization  
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1. What is the fundamental difference between pro-natalist and anti-natalist population policies? 

A. Pro natalist policy is totally irrelevant outside most developed countries unlike anti 

natalist 

B. Anti natalist policy is proper in areas of high population growth, while pro natalist is 

chosen by countries having slow population growth 

C. Pro natalist policy operates among traditional economies opposed to anti natalist one which is 

universal 

D. Anti natalist population policy has lesser spread than the pro natalist policy 

2. One of the following is correct about Urbanization in Africa. 

A. Africa is an urbanized continent   C. Rate of urbanization is very high 

B. Its advantages exceeds the disadvantages  D. Urban centers expand slowly 

3. One of the effective measures of regulating fast population growth can be 

A. Promotion of traditional beliefs related to birth 

B. Diffusion of application of family planning 

C. Promotion of birth and decreasing number of death 

D. Undertaking census regularly 

4. Urban and rural settlements are different from each other and they can be easily identified by 

all the indicators below, except 

A. number of population   C. type of economic sector 

B. level of infrastructure development     D. natural topographic condition 

5. Which of the following indicates the correct order of settlement hierarchies from the highest to the 

lowest? 

A. Hamlet, Village, Town and City   C. Village, Hamlet, City and Town 

B. City, Hamlet, Village and Town  D. City, Town, Village and Hamlet 

6. One of the following is not among the main factors that explain why most urban centers of 

Ethiopia are located on highlands 

A. The high density of population on the highlands 

B. The types of economic activities practiced on the highlands 

C. The high risks of vector born disease in the lowlands 

D. The limited supply of water and building materials in the lowlands 

7. The population policy of Ethiopia can be rightly categorized as 

A. Anti-Malthusian     C. Pro-natalist 

B. Anti- natalist    D. Anti-migration 

 


